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Micah (December 13) 
 

Reading Micah 

One reclines on the grass. The other stands on a rock. The first lazily eats mutton and drinks wine. The other turns 

and watches the tree line at the edge of the field. The first snores. The other sees the lion coming. 

 

Micah called out against the leaders of Judah and Israel, who indulged themselves. They did not see the problems 

that threatened their subjects, including the threat of exile for the daughters of Zion. Yet Micah also prophesied the 

coming of a faithful Shepherd, who would stand guard over his people and spring to their defense with the strength 

of a young lion. This ruler would come from a shepherd’s town (Bethlehem), ascend to the tower of the flock, and 

renew the kingdom. Micah’s shepherd is Jesus. 

 

Author and Date 

Little is known about the prophet Micah beyond what can be learned from the book itself and Jeremiah 26:18. 

Micah was from the town of Moresheth, probably Moresheth Gath in southern Judah. The prophecy attests to 

Micah’s deep sensitivity to the social ills of his day, especially as they affected the small towns and villages of his 

homeland. 

 

Micah prophesied sometime between 750 and 686 BC during the reigns of Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of 

Judah. He was therefore a contemporary of Isaiah and Hosea. Micah predicts the fall of Samaria, which took place 

in 722-721. Micah’s message reflects social conditions prior to the religious reforms under Hezekiah (715-686).  

 

Background 

The background of the book is the same as that found in the earlier portions of Isaiah, though Micah does not exhibit 

the same knowledge of Jerusalem’s political life as Isaiah does. Perhaps this is because he, like Amos, was from a 

Judahite village. Israel was in an apostate condition. Micah predicted the fall of her capital, Samaria, and also 

foretold the inevitable desolation of Judah. 

 

Literary Characteristics 

Micah’s style is similar to that of Isaiah. Both prophets use vigorous language and many figures of speech; both 

show great tenderness in threatening punishment and in promising justice. Micah makes frequent use of plays on 

words. 

 

Theme and Message 

Micah’s message alternates between oracles of doom and oracles of hope. The theme is judgment and deliverance 

by God. Micah also stresses that God hates idolatry, injustice, rebellion, and empty ritualism, but he delights in 

pardoning the penitent. Finally, the prophet declares that Zion will have greater glory in the future than ever before. 

The Davidic kingdom, though it will seem to come to an end, will reach greater heights through the coming 

Messianic deliverer. 

 

Blessings for Readers 

Micah shows the important role that leaders play in families, congregations, and society in distributing God’s 

blessings for us. As you study Micah, reflect on how your life and future depends on others and how God has placed 

people under your care or in your sphere of influence. See, ultimately, that all you have and all you are flows from 

his merciful goodness. Although we look to one another for help, there is no one like the Lord, who alone pardons 

iniquity and delights in steadfast love.  


